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CS AND THE ETHOS OF GOVERNING PROCESSES TO FUTURE LEADERS

A course that prepares students for

ACTIVE POLITICS

Dedicated to the tack of creating
political and governmentsl lead-
ers with a commitment to nation
building, the Maharashtra Insti-
tute af Technology — Schoal of
Government (MIT-30G) imparts
the kmowledge of Indian govern-
mental and nolitical processes 10
students in the city

It inculcates leadership quali-
ties along with a semse of nation-
al pride and democratic values
through its one year full-time
Mastars Programme in Govarn-
ment (MPG), the frst-ever profes-
sional leadership postyraduate
arogramme, for & career in Indi-
an politics and government.

“We have only one batch ac-
commisdaling 60 students every
vaar, Since we started in 2005, We
have been able to selact anly 58 to
40 genuinely interesied students
per year, after our entrancs testa
and interviews,” said course
head at MIT-S0G, Ashish Lal.
There are around five 1o 10 girls
who join this programme every
vear, he added.

“We are more of facilitators
than a teaching faculty, Each sos-
sion is interactive, with littls the
ory and mare practicals,” said as-
sociate Taculty at MIT-50G,
Vanisree Ramanathan.

./ While choosing this course.

A muck.Pad.iaent session at the MIT-S0G; (tap right) students at the institute.

the student's expectation of
what he wants {0 pursoe as a ca-
reer is also important, she said.
The MPG programme is ditfer-

ent from the Masters in Social
Work (M3W) and though half of
{he students join politics, thera
are others who joln non-goev-

arnmenial prganisations
[N0s) or Corporate Social He-
sponsibility (CAR) programmes
of private sector companies,

; —Fnomlma Pradhyumna

~  Wewanttobringa
%@g change, but most of
us don't know how. It is
possible only if you are a
part of the system. The
course makes us think
about what we need to do.”

informed Vanisree.

Looking at the MPG pro-
gramme as an opportunity to
broaden har horizon and interac-
{ion with people, Poornima Prad-
hyumna from Bangelore —whois
part of the 2008-10 batch — said
that this Is a good starting point
te join active politics,

“We want Lo bring a change,
but most of us don't know how.
It is possible only it you are a
part of the system,” she said.

Womean empowerment is one af

the viral issues that she wanis To
work for at the end of Lhe
course, Talking about the
unigue course, she said, “Ii
makes ns think for ourselves
and what all we should do”

Anpther student, Amit Garg

from Rajasthan, has a degree in
compuiters and aimsto get into ac-

{lve politics. “Today, everyone

looks at politics as a dirty game,

which is not wrong. The politi-

cians have made politics caste.

baszed to get votes for their own

benefits. We have {o get rid of

crime, corruption and terron,” he
sald. He said that this course
would make him mature enough
to reach the people and interact
with them.

A computer application gradu-
ate from Jharkhand (Dhanbad).
Kushal Anurag said that this
course would help him get
through the Union Public Service

sommission (UPSC) entrance

from Delhi University Pinak
Baruah, who is [rom Assam, said
e course is co-related to politi-
cal seience, “Tt 15 more of an ex-
parimental learning, giving me
many dimensions and providing
a picture of the situation at the
ground leval,” he said, Devendra
Pai from Mumbai, who is alsp a
political seience graduate and
part of the current batch, io-
formed that he chose the MPG
programme for practical appli-
cation of the theory part, which

examination, he had  learnt in his
A graduate in political science  gradustion.
ABOUT THE MPG COURSE

A part of the Maharashira Academy of Engineering %
Educational Research (MAEER's), the MIT group of institutions in
Pune, MIT-S0G. is the first institute of its kind in Indiz. It pro-
vides training in government activitias, which include parliamen-
tary practices, judicial practices, Constitution of India. Indian
economy, democratic system, and other relevant subjects

The MPG programme alsa includes witnessing Parliameant pro-
ceedings of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha in Delhi. To gpet a
comparative know-how of the government systems of ather
countries, the curriculum includes over three weeks of
international study tours to various European countrias.

To be relevant to the current political environment in the
country, besides the academic curriculum, there are additional
activities and local study tours to the gram panchayat, zilla
parishad, corporation, state assembly, model villages and other
relevant places. The institute also has a provision for enacting

mock Parliament sessions.
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